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HE varied activities of the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers are again illustrated by the character of some 
of the Board’s recent publications intended for the public 
good.. These embrace forms of city ordinances and State 
laws suggested for adoption, which are designed to regulate 
the manufacture, distribution and use of matches and ex- 
plosives, and to provide for the inspection of premises by fire 
departments, as well as suggestions for the organization and 
drilling of private fire brigades. These are but a few of the 
many subjects dealt with by the National Board in an altru- 
istic way; and it may be truthfully said that a relatively 
small number of people in this country, even among those en- 
gaged in the fire insurance business, fully realize the extent 
of the work undertaken by the Board in a public-spirited way, 
and from which its members can hardly hope to derive any 
direct benefit. However, they believe in doing what they 
can to eventually bring about a reduction in the annual waste 
of life and property by fire. 





HE topics for discussion at the sixth annual meeting of 
the Association of Life Insurance Presidents, to be held 

in New York city next month, are likely to make a direct ap- 
peal to the policyholders, as well as to the company officials 
and agents. The betterment of life insurance service is a 
theme which some of the brightest men in the business have 
been working for during a great many years, and also one 
which THe Specrator has ever since its establishment con- 
sistently and persistently advocated. During the past forty- 
five years the attitude of the public toward the system of life 
insurance has completely changed. The old fear that insur- 
ance on a man’s life was an affront to Providence has been 
completely wiped out, while the argument that an insured per- 
son has to die to win is now antiquated, and, under modern 
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conditions, has no application. Life insurance has come into 
its own in these days, and even though it has done so by pass- 
ing through much travail and tribulation, its very troubles 
have caused the public to evince a deeper appreciation of its 
benefits. While the day has not yet arrived when a majority 
of men will seek life insurance of their own volition—if, in- 
deed, that day ever does come—still the agent now is sure of 
a respectful hearing, and there are few men who do not fully 
realize the value and the absolute desirability of life insur- 
ance. This changed attitude is largely due to improvements 
in the service rendered, coupled, possibly, with the daily object 
lesson of large amounts paid out to policyholders and their 
beneficiaries. How to still further extend the scope of that 
service is the great problem which is to be considered at the 
meeting above referred to. Conserving the funds of the pol- 
icyholders, prolonging their lives and fitting the policy to the 
policyholder are topics which open up a wide range of possi- 
bilities for increased efficiency, and a most interesting series 
of discussions may confidently be counted upon. 





T used to be an axiom in the fire insurance business that 
the underwriter should insure the risk as he found it. 
While in a sense this principle still holds good, a broader idea 
of the responsibilities resting upon fire underwriters has taken 
root in recent years and has developed along the lines of gen- 
eral education as to the prevention and extinguishment of 
fires, as well as in the way of the encouragement of improve- 
ments iri risks by concessions in premium rates. There is still 
room, however, for a greater degree of mutual consideration 
between the public and the fire underwriters. The ideal sys- 
tem of regulating the insurance companies on the part of the 
people has not yet been evolved. Legislation hostile to the 
insurance companies is being enacted every year, and the legis- 
latures of some States have taken a paternalistic position 
which, if it results in too much coercion of the companies, will 
undoubtedly react severely upon the insured. On the other 
hand, fire insurance is not an exact science, and in view of 
the fluctuations in loss percentages from year to year on the 
risks as a whole and as arranged in various groups, it is 
obviously impossible for the companies to give a precise and 
scientifically convincing reason for a particular existing rate. 
They can only apply their own past experience in a round 
way, using their best judgment in the fixing of rates, and they 
must of necessity sell their indemnity at a price which is fixed 
without the knowledge of what such indemnity will cost them. 
They are, therefore, forced to take long chances which may 
result in the obliteration of their entire assets. It is only fair, 
therefore, that as long as their rates are reasonably justified 
in the aggregate by the past experience of the companies they 
should be accepted as reasonable by the public, even though in 
some years a fairly liberal profit should be yielded by the busi- 
ness. The fat years are almost certain to soon be offset by 
correspondingly lean ones, so that in the long run the fire in- 
surance companies will not extract any unduly large profit 
from the hazardous business in which they are engaged. 
Meanwhile, the companies are continuing their propaganda 
for a reduced fire waste, which is in the interest of the public 
at large more than in their own. 
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NEW YORK SURVEYS. 


Agreement Relative to Subway Openings.—An agreement has 
been effected relative to the fire walls in the openings of buildings in 
the new subway, as the result of a meeting of various interests held 
last week at the New York city office of the New York Insurance 
Department. The compromise reached provides that when a building 
is exposed in the construction of the subway a fire wall across the 
openings be constructed of six-inch hollow tiles set in mortar. In 
this way the material can be used several times over, and therefore 
reduce the cost to a minimum to the contractor, which in turn will 
be borne by the city. The regulation of the New York Insurance 
Exchange calling for a cement facing has been eliminated. All are 
happy excepting the Public Service Commission, who tried to persuade 
the Attorney-General that the Insurance Exchange was an illegal body, 
and had no right to levy. a charge for a hazard rendered necessary on 
part of the subway construction. The Insurance Department acted as 
the friend of all parties and worked out a satisfactory compromise. 


Loving Cup Presented S. Albert Reed.—The officers, former 
officers and members of the various committees of the Suburban Fire 
Insurance Exchange presented S. Albert Reed, the retiring manager, 
with a loving cup at a luncheon given Thursday last at the Drug and 
Chemical Club, as a token of their esteem and appreciation of his 
services. Former President George W. Hoyt, who held the office 
two terms, and former President F. W. Day made fitting and happy 
remarks, complimenting Mr. Reed on his management of the many 
problems that have risen, and that they were glad to know he had 
announced his willingness to give the new manager, Henry E. Hess, 
all the assistance in his power. Mr. Hess was formerly manager of 
the New York Fire Insurance Exchange. 


Appointment of Henry E. Hess.—The accession of Henry E. 
Hess to the working forces of the organized underwriters’ associa- 
tions of this city is regarded as a fortunate circumstance. His resig- 
nation from the Exchange two years ago was compensated by his 
return to active underwriting, and the Exchange was effectively 
organized by a new appointment. The resignation of S. A. Reed of 
the office of manager of the Suburban Exchange (after most ac- 
ceptable service) opened the way for the return of Mr. Hess to the 
organized forces, and his election was the logical result. He is now 
installed in a new position where his talents can be made very useful 
to his friends. 


Will be New York Agents.—F. H. Ross & Son of New York 
have been appointed agents for the metropolitan district for the 
Bankers and Merchants Fire of Minneapolis. The company will 
enter New York within four months after receiving a license in its 
home State, which probably will be during January next. 


Signs Lack Information.—It is noticed several brokers’ office 
doors are now ornamented with tin signs of fire insurance companies 
which bear a close resemblance to the signs over country agencies, 
without anything further to suggest that the brokers are agents. That 
idea may be conveyed, but not through the fault of the companies 
whose signs are thus used. 


Loss Unwelcome to Insured.—The adjusters’ report upon a re- 
cent loss informed the companies that the evidence in the case made 
it quite positive that the “loss was not unwelcome to the assured.” 
The items of evidence were numerous and fully corroborated the 
opinion of the adjusters. The same might properly be said of dozens 
of other losses. 


Singular Suggestion to Evade Rate.—A singular suggestion was 
heard in a broker’s office lately to evade the regular rate in policies 
on an apartment hotel. It was to the effect that the policy might be 
written for fifteen months at the regular price and a return premium 
figured for three months as an endorsement, the net result being an 
insurance for the term for twelve months’ premium. It would be 
interesting to learn whether such a proposition was ever offered to an 
Exchange company, and if so what was done to the broker. The 
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proper treatment would be, first, a hearty expulsion from the office, 
and second, a complaint to the brokerage committee. 

Believe Brokers’ License Law Will be Sustained.—The brokers’ 
refund payments for the unexpired terms of their certificates have 
been completed by the Exchange, but the brokers are now anxious 
about the decision of the Court of Appeals on the question of the 
constitutionality of the State license law. The majority of them seem 
to believe that the law will be sustained, and are wondering what will 
be the effect upon amendments to be offered to the law at the next 
session of the Legislature. 

No Interest in Politics.—In times past the insurance offices of this 
city have been actively interested in Presidential elections. They have 
paraded in processions and made liberal contributions for election 
expenses and done divers other things to denote their political sym- 
pathies, but this year a more quiet and disinterested lot of citizens 
on the eve of an important election it would be hard to find. The 
responses to inquiries last week was a general chorus of “nothing 
doing.” 

Lumber Losses Widely Distributed.—The revival of lumber fires, 
North and South, is noticed with sorrow by several city offices. The 
losses so far have been about the average, and in one case widely dis- 
tributed among the surplus line offices. 

November Losses.—The November losses have started off very 
briskly, and follow very closely the fall of the thermometer. The 
usual inspections of heating apparatus in public buildings, churches 
and mercantile risks are in active progress, and already some interest- 
ing discoveries have been made and, we are advised, are in process of 
correction. The companies’ own inspectors are also on the warpath 
for the dangers of cold weather, which bring into use the heating of 
furnaces and stoves. 

E. T. Niebling Here.—E. T. Niebling, Pacific Coast manager of 
the Commercial Union and Palatine of England, was in the city for a 
few days. He departed yesterday for home. 





CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


A. F. Dean Appointed.—The appointment of A. F. Dean as 
Western manager of the Springfield Fire and Marine was to be ex- 
pected, He was the logical successor to Harding & Dean, who have 
managed the Western department of the company for many years. 


- Mr. Dean is known as the scholar of the insurance business, being the 


author of the analytic system of rating and of other publications on 
insurance rating. Mr. Dean has always been active and prominent 
in various underwriting organizations. 

Blue Goose Meeting.—The recent meeting of the Illinois Pond of 
the Blue Goose was very successful. After initiating several candi- 
dates the meeting was turned over to A. R. Monroe, of the Queen of 
New York. Among the speakers were W. R. Townley, the new 
president of the Fire Underwriters Association of the Northwest, and 
Ernest Palmer of the Legislative Bureau. A Dutch lunch was served. 

Charles H. Barry Heads Governing Committee.—Owing to the 
inability of C. R. Tuttle to accept the chairmanship of the governing 
committee, Charles H. Barry, of the Pennsylvania of Philadelphia, 
was elected in his stead at the meeting held last week. 





BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


Appointed General Agents.—Cyrus Brewer & Co., who represent 
the fire branch of the Phoenix of London, have been appointed general 
agents for the company for Massachusetts for its fire and marine 
department. 


Boston Board to Meet.—The annual meeting of the Boston Board 
will take place on November 12, and on that evening the members 
will dine together. The report of the nominating committee gives 
the following slate to be acted upon: Augustus L. Lovett, president; 
Edward F. Woods, vice-president; F. Elliott Cabot, secretary; A. 
Jarratt Lewis, treasurer; Frank A. DeWitt, Walter S. Gierasch, 
John J. Rothery, Samuel B. Reed and Charles F. Simmons, executive 
committee. 
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NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 

Ruling on Whiskey Warehouses.—The Underwriters Association 
of the Middle Department has made a very important ruling as re- 
gards whiskey warehouses in its field. Hereafter the reduced rate 
average clause will be mandatory in every case. 


Underwriters Association Meeting.—The annual meeting of the 
Philadelphia Fire Underwriters Association will be held in the Middle 
Department rooms, Tuesday, November 13, at 2 P. M. Three mem- 
bers of the executive committee are to be elected—two representing 
Pennsylvania companies and one companies of other States. 





THE MIDDLE STATES. 





Providence=-Washington Increases Capital. 


The capital stock of the Providence-Washington Insurance Company 
of Providence, R. I., will be increased to $1,000,000 by the issuance of 
5000 new shares at $50 par value. This action is taken in accordance 
with the authority voted at the stockholders’ meeting in January last. 
The present holders of stock are given the right to subscribe on or be- 
fore November 23 for the new issue at par in proportion of one to three 
shares now held. The new stock will be paid in by December 27. 





Home Adopts Resolutions on Death of E. H. A. Correa. 


The board of directors of the Home Insurance Company of New York 
has adopted memorial resolutions on the death of E. H. A. Correa, 
vice-president of the company, who died October 24, as follows: 


Resolved, That in the death of its director and vice-president, Emanuel H. A. 
Correa, the Home Insurance Company has lost an able executive whose dis- 
tinguished services, unswerving loyalty, courage and ability have been spent in 
the advancement and upbuilding of this corporation over a period of thirty-three 
years, 

A man of unusual force of character, an earnest fighter for what he considered 
the right, yet a worthy opponent who retained the respect and the personal 
esteem of those with whom he contended. Impulsive and generous to a fault, he 
was a model of straightforward and single-minded honesty and sincerity, coupled 
with a firmness which we respected and a gentleness which we loved. We, his 
associates who knew him best, realize what a lasting monument he has left be- 
hind in the memory of those by whom his kind deeds will not be forgotten. 

The insurance fraternity has lost a prominent underwriter, at all times a stren- 
uous upholder by speech and action of the best practices in American fire under- 
writing—a helpful and influential figure in counsel, considerate in victory, buoy- 
ant in defeat, a cheerful and agreeable associate and a most loyal comrade. His 
high ideal of duty and rectitude, and his uniform courtesy, claimed the devoted 
affection of his many friends. 

The members of the board place upon the records their deep sense of personal 
loss, and direct that a copy of this resolution, properly engrossed, be sent to the 
family of Mr. Correa with their heartfelt sympathy. 





—The Vulcan Insurance Company of Oakland, Cal., has been licensed in New 
York. 


—James R. Strauss, a staff adjuster for the General Adjustment Bureau of 
Buffalo, died recently at Saranac Lake, N. Y., of tuberculosis. 


—Otto L. Dommerich has been elected a director of the German-American of 
New York to succed his father, the late Louis F. Dommerich. 


—Franklin H. Wentworth, secretary of the National Fire Protection Associa- 
tion, spoke at the meeting of the Business Mens Association at New London, 
Conn., at which fire waste was considered. A meeting of the Connecticut Asso- 
ciation of Local Fire Insurance Agents was held at the Hotel Stratfield, at 
Bridgeport. Mr. Wentworth was also a speaker at this meeting. 


~—Andrew K. Black has been appointed special agent for the London Assurance 
of London for Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Maryland, and will be associated 
with Clarence K. Underhill, State agent, in Philadelphia. He was formerly special 
agent in Western Pennsylvania for the Philadelphia Underwriters of Philadelphia. 
Charles Gibson has resigned as special agent in New York State for the London, 
and this special agency will be in charge of Mr. Underhill and H. C. Black of the 
New York office. 





THE WEST. 


ee nm 


—W. E. Londers has been appointed general manager in Ohio for the Industrial 
Fire of Akron, He was formerly State agent. 


—S. A. Adams has resigned as special agent of the Citizens of St. Louis in 
Oklahoma and Kansas. 


—The Millers National of Chicago has made application for membership in the 
Western Insurance Bureau. 


—William Mink, who has been with the Insurance Company of the State of 
Illinois for twelve years, has resigned as State agent, to go with the Prussian 
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National of Stettin, Germany, in Illinois. He was at one time president of the 
Illinois Field Club. 


—The Doerfler General Agency of Des Moines has taken the Lumber Insurance 
Company of New York, replacing the Sovereign Fire of Toronto. 


—A dividend of twenty-five per cent will be paid the stockholders of the Farm- 
ers and Merchants Fire of Lincoln, Neb., which is in the hands of a receiver. 


—The Cincinnati Salvage Corps has purchased another automobile truck, 
making the third secured from the Ahrens-Fox Manufacturing Company of that 
city. It cost $5000. 


—G. W. Mendenhall, Jr., for eight years special agent for the Anchor of Des 
Moines in Iowa, has resigned and has accepted a similar position in Iowa for 
the State of Des Moines. 


—J. R. Waters has resigned as secretary of the Ohio Underwriters Mutual of 
Columbus, and has been succeeded by Miss Gertrude A. Myers, the bookkeeper in 
the office. Mr. Waters’ other interests demanded his attention. C. A. Pryce of 
the Sargeant-Pryce Company has been appointed general agent. 


—It is understood that since the complications have developed with the Western 
Union through the acquisition of the Williamsburgh City Fire of New York, a 
non-Union company, by interests identified with the North River of New York, 
the latter company will withdraw from membership in the organization, and in 
this way will solve the difficulties that have arisen. 


—John Reamer has been appointed assistant to Paul S. Somers, special agent 
of the Scottish Union and National of Edinburgh in Colorado. Arthur E. 
Wright, until recently district inspector of the Board of Underwriters for 
Wyoming, has been appointed assistant to Lloyd S. Day, State agent in Colorado 
for the Continental of New York. 

—The Canadian business of the Middlewest Fire of Valley City, N. D., has 
been reinsured in the St. Paul Fire and Marine of St. Paul. Two of the 
provinces in which the company was licensed have passed laws requiring foreign 
companies to make a Dominion deposit of $50,000, in addition to the pro- 
vincial deposit of $10,000. The business was located at Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
and Alberta. 


~—H. N. Kelsey, Western manager of the Sun of London, in recognition of the 
long service of several of his employees, has conferred titles on them confirming 
the duties of the position they have been filling. E. C. Smith, who has been 
with the Western department since 1890 in responsible positions, is made agency 
superintendent, and A. W. Hostetter and E. H. Gerkin, both of whom are long 
in the service, are made respectively superintendent of the accounts department 
and superintendent of the loss department. 


—The report of the National Board of Fire Underwriters on conditions in 
Cleveland has been made public. It is stated that the water supply is adequate, 
but is affected in certain districts by low pressure. ‘The fire department service 
is below the average standard in adequacy and efficiency, and the fire-alarm 
service unreliable because of the hazardous location of headquarters, the lack 
cf duplicate circuits and the kind of boxes used. Suitable training of members 
is lacking, and it is suggested that a school be maintained to teach the men. The 
frequent high winds, coupled with the weakness of the department, cause the 
city to be in danger of serious fires covering considerable areas. 





THE SOUTH. 





Prompt Payment of Premiums. 


Plans to secure the prompt payment of premiums on fire policies 
were considered at an adjourned meeting of the Nashville Fire Insur- 
ance Association held Tuesday afternoon, and a committee was ap- 
pointed to go more fully into the matter. Among the suggestions made 
is one that the association, in conjunction with other fire agents 
throughout the State, go before the legislature at its meeting in Janu- 
ary and attempt to secure a proviso in the standard policy requiring 
payment of premiums in thirty or sixty days. This plan, however, 
meets with some opposition from the fact that there are a number 
of agents who do not wish to have a State law prevent them from 
giving credit when they wish to do so. 





First National Fire of Washington Licensed. 


WASHINGTON, November 5, 1912.—The Insurance Department of the 
District of Columbia issued a license on November 6 to the First 
National Fire Insurance Company of the United States, whose home 
office is in Washington, D. C. The result of the examination shows a 
paid-up cash capital of $250,000 and a net surplus of $405,000. The 
balance of the First National’s $2,000,000, to be equally divided between 
capital and surplus, is expected to be fully subscribed and paid in by 
December 31. When the First National last March advertised its inten- 
tion to organize, it stated that the expenses of organization would not 
exceed twenty per cent. These expenses were kept down to twelve per 
cent. In addition to this the directors, who comprise some of the most 
prominent men of the National Capital, are reported to have been able 
by investments of the company’s funds to make a profit of about $250,000, 
thus entirely offsetting the organization expense and making the com- 
pany’s shares worth more than they sold for before the company com- 
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mences the actual operation of underwriting. The First National ex- 
pects to immediately enter the Eastern and Middle Western States, and 
January 1 to enter most of the other States. 





Cotton Certificates. 


In response to several inquiries as to the use of cotton and other 
certificates in North Carolina, Commissioner James R. Young, of the 
Insurance Department of North Carolina, says: 


(1) Under our law all fire insurance must be covered in the standard 
fire policy of this State, and any company not using the standard policy 
is subject to a penalty of from $50 to $200. 

(2) The use of the standard fire policy cannot be covered by a refer- 
ence to the same, either not issued, or issued to some agent or other 
person not having an interest in the property. Every certificate issued 
to the assured must refer to a standard policy issued to him. 

(3) After a standard fire policy is issued in this State to the assured 
as many certificates covering in different locations and referring to the 
policy already may be issued to the assured as is desired. But no cot- 
ton or other certificate must be issued in this State unless preceded by 
a standard fire policy issued to the assured and referred to in the 
certificate. 





KENTUCKY RATING BOARD AFTER FIGURES. 


Calls on Companies for Experience—Is Having Inspection of 
Dwellings Made—Board Committee Meets at Chicago. 


LOUISVILLE, November 4.—The State Insurance Board of Kentucky 
has T. M. Goodloe, its actuary, making typical inspections of dwellings 
in various parts of the State for the purpose of determining what the 
actual rate reduction provided by its new schedule will result in. The 
companies have made it clear that the reduction, as figured by them, 
is too severe to permit the business to be carried on at a profit, and the 
board is endeavoring to learn whether, with the addition of exposure 
and after charges, the gross rates charged under the new schedule will 
not be more than the companies expect. The board committee at a 
meeting in Chicago decided to call on the companies for an elaborate 
statement of dwelling premiums and losses, divided as to classification 
of towns, and also for similar statistics from Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, 
Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, West Virginia, Tennessee and Oklahoma. In- 
formation as to general expense and commissions is also wanted by the 
board. The rating authorities have made public statistics on losses on 
all Kentucky business for the past ten years, according to which the 
premiums received amount to $40,614,198 and losses to $19,878,416. The 
announcement was accompanied by the statement that the figures are 
based on the reports of the fine insurance companies. 

The additional information asked of the companies, and to be fur- 
nished before December 1, is as follows: 

(a) Total amount of insurance written, total premiums received and_ total 
losses paid in the State of Kentucky on dwellings and contents, exclusive of farm 
4% , for the ten years ending December 31, 1911. ; 

(b) Same information as called for in item (a), separating the figures accord- 
ing to the classification of towns, based on the classification of the Kentucky 
Actuarial Bureau. 

(c) Same information as called for in item (a) in the States of Illinois, Kansas, 
Missouri, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, West Virginia, Tennessee and Oklahoma. 

(d) General expense ratio and classification of same for ten years ending 
December 31, 1911 

(e) Expense ratio and classification of same for business transacted in the 
State of Kentucky for same period as called for in item (d). 

(f) Commission paid on different classes of business showing any diversion 
from uniform commission on all classes of business in the State of Kentucky. 

(a) Same information as called for in item (e) for the various States men- 
tioned in item (c). 

The instructions to the companies say: 

We also ask that you hold yourself in readiness to have a representative 
appear before this board to confirm and verify this information or to give such 
other data and information as may be called for or needed in connection with the 
objections of companies to the promulgation and adoption of dwellings rates as 
proposed in our letter of September 30. 

The fire-year experience of the forty-three companies on dwellings and 
contents, farm dwellings omitted, show premiums of $2,164,818; losses of 
$1,209,791, with a loss ratio of 55.9 per cent. 





—The German Fire of Peoria has been licensed in Alabama, and A. M. Throck- 
morton, secretary of the Inter-State Fire of Birmingham, has ‘been appointed 
agent. 

—Albert Lindsay, who has resigned as special agent in Tennessee for the Hart- 
ford Fire of Hartford, will be succeeded by O. S. Smith of the Southern Illinois 
field. His headquarters will be at Nashville. 

—tThe first five towns in Texas to benefit by the State Rating Board’s reduction 
in rates for low fire loss record are Bostrap, Floresville, Elgin, Kerrvile and 
Wharton. A maximum allowance of fifteen per cent off the final rate has been 
made. 

—The annual meeting of the Kentucky Board of Fire Underwriters will be 
held at Louisville, November 20 and 21. Owing to the peculiar situation existing 
in that State the meeting will be largely devoted to a discussion of the condi- 
tions and of the future of the Kentucky board. The addresses have been 
arranged chiefly with that idea in mind. 








—An opportunity is offered in another column for the disposition of about 
$200,000 of fire premiums as reinsurance to an Eastern company which wishes to 
take on some Northern business in particular, 
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‘* Fire Prevention,’’ by Croker. 


Edward F. Croker, ex-chief of the fire department of New York 
city, has just published a book entitled “Fire Prevention,” which, as 
its name implies, is devoted to the minimization of the fire loss. Few 
men are so well qualified by experience and observation to deal with 
the problems of fire prevention and extinguishment as is Mr. Croker, 
For twenty-seven years a New York fireman, and for the last twelve 
years of that period head of the greatest fire department in the world, 
he has won the highest respect for the manner in which he con- 
ducted his department and for the success with which the fire loss in 
New York was kept within reasonable limits during the time of his 
incumbency. The system which has been evolved in New York for 
the extinguishment of fires has well-nigh reached perfection, and 
Mr. Croker realized some time ago that the only way in which to 
greatly reduce the annual fire loss was to go to the root of the matter 
and prevent the occurrence of fires. He is, therefore, devoting his 
energies to this particular object. 

The book, “Fire Prevention,” is excellently and entertainingly 
written in narrative style, and is entirely non-technical. It can be 
easily read and understood by any business man, or, for that matter, by 
any member of his household, and in addition to the presentation of 
considerable historical data, it gives understandable descriptions of 
all the modern methods and appliances for preventing and extinguish- 
ing fires. The work is quite copiously illustrated, and a fair idea of 
the scope of its text may be obtained from the list of chapter heads 
hereunder : 

Prevention of Fire in the Dwelling and Small Town. 

Further Measures for Protection in the House—The Department of 
a Small Town. 

Department of a Small Town—Continued. 

The Protection of Factories, Loft Buildings and Other Large 
Structures, 

Protection of Life in Large Buildings. 

Further Measures for Protecting Life. 

Sprinklers and Sprinkler Systems. 

Other Alarm Devices in Buildings. 

The Fire Department of a Large City. 

Fire Department of a Large City—Continued. 

The Development of the New York Fire Department and Some of 
Its Defects. 

The Nature and Value of High Pressure. 

The Modern Fireboat: Its Nature and Use. 

High Buildings and Steel Construction. 

Fire Prevention Bureaus and Fire Marshals. 

Incendiarism and Arson. 

Law Making and Fire Preventive Work Along Legal and Other 
Lines. 

“Fire Prevention” is designed primarily for the use and instruction 
of the average citizen and business man, it being, as stated, clear and 
non-technical in its language and its treatment of the various topics; 
but it also has an interest for every fire underwriter who has observed 
the devotion of Mr. Croker to his work in the New York fire depart- 
ment, and the success which attended his constant war against fire. 
Mr. Croker has now enlisted in the cause of fire prevention with his 
characteristic vigor and energy, and deserves the encouragement of all 
who are working for the protection of life and property from the fire 
fiend. 

“Fire Prevention” is a book of over 350 pages, well printed and 
bound, and sells at $1.65 per copy, delivered. Orders for this publica- 
tion will be promptly filled by The Spectator Company, Selling Agents, 
New York and Chicago. 





New Suggestions from National Board. 


Pamphlets recently issued by the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers include the following: Suggestions for the Organization and 
Drilling of Private Fire Brigades; Suggested Ordinance for the Inspec- 
tion of Premises by the Fire Department; Suggested Ordinance Regu- 
lating the Manufacture, Storage, Sale and Distribution of Matches; Sus- 
gested State Law to Regulate the Manufacture, Storage, Sale and Dis- 
tribution of Matches; Suggested State Law to Regulate the Transpor- 
tation and Carriage of Explosives; Suggested State Law to Regulate the 
Manufacture, Storage, Sale and Use of Explosives; Suggested Ordinance 
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to Regulate the Manufacture, Keeping, Storage, Sale, Use and Trans- 
portation of Explosives (for towns of not more than 100,000 population). 





Death of Stephen D. Ives. 


Stephen D. Ives, long connected with the Firemans Fund of San Fran- 
cisco, and at one time its secretary, died at his home in that city re- 
cently of cancer, with which he had suffered for twenty-five years. He 
was at his desk two days previous to his death. Mr. Ives had been with 
the Firemans Fund for thirty-two years, and was, previous to the fire 
in 1906, president of the Home Fire and Marine of San Francisco. He 
was prominent in fire insurance circles on the Pacific Coast. 





Sessions of State Legislatures in 1913. 





SESSION TIME SESSION TIME 

STATE BEGINS LIMIT STATE BEGINS LIMIT 
Arizona* (about)... Jan. 20 —........ New Hampshire ... Jan. 1 None 
Arkansas ......... Jan. 13 60 days | New Jersey ....... Jan. 14 None 
California ........ Jan. 1 None | New: Yotk. <.ie.e0- Jan. 1 None 
COMSEED . occ isc ces Jan. 1 None North Carolina ... Jan. 9 60 days 
Connecticut ...... Jan. 8 None North Dakota .... Jan. 7 60 days 
Delaware ........ Jan. 7 GD Gage! Olio. oc sen ccnes Jan. 6 None 
Dist. of Columbia. Dec. 2,°12 ...... ORTABOME vce cscus Jan. 3 60 days 
ji) aa 60 days | Oregon ......+0+ Jan. 13 40 days 
Georgia 50 days | Pennsylvania ..... Jan. 7 None 
Hawaii 90 days | Philippine Islands. Oct. 16,712 ...... 
TOME ob civic es ; 60 days | Porto Rico ....... Jan. 13 60 days 
Illinois y None Rhode Island ..... = 7 60 days 
Indiana ° 60 days | South Carolina ... Jan. 14 40 days 
Iowa ; None South Dakota .... Jan. 3 60 days 
Kansas ; 50 days | Tennessee ........ Jan. 2 75 days 
MUNN, dain. aio ace tve ee None TOMER Sas dehres Jan, 14 60 days 
Massachusetts .... Jan. 1 None WAN bee ant eh nue Jan. 13 60 days 
Michigan ......... Jan. 1 None Vermont. «..35:26. Oct. 2,°12 None 
Minnesota ........ Jan. 3 90 days | Washington ...... an. 8 60 days 
Missouri ......... an. 8 70 days | West Virginia .... Jan. 8 45 days 
Montana ......... an. 6 60 days | Wisconsin ........ Jan. 11 None 
eae | ay § 60 days | Wyoming ........ Jan. 10 40 days 
AMM 9566440 6.0.0'6 Jan. 20 60 days 








*To be called by Governor. 





—A. W. O’Hearn, State agent in the Dakotas for the North British and Mer- 
cantile of London, has resigned to become connected with the Canadian National 
Fire of Winnipeg. 

—Arrangements are being made by Alfred Lindback, Fire Marshal of Manitoba 
and president of the Fire Marshals Association of North America, for a meeting 
of the executive committee of that organization to be held November 7 at the 
Sherman House, at Chicago. 


—According to The Washington (D, C.) Herald, the Commercial Fire and the 
First National Fire, both of Washington, have jointly purchased the Southern 
building, at Fifteenth and H streets, part of which the two companies named 
occupy. This modern office building is reported to produce an aggregate rental of 
about $125,000 per annum, and it is understood that it was bought upon a good 
investment basis. 

—The Surveyor Insurance Directory of the States of New York and New 
Jersey for 1912 has been published by A. G. Hall. It contains names and ad- 
dresses of companies, names of officers, agents and branch managers, with com- 
panies represented; brokers, county and local underwriters’ organizations; popu- 
lations of towns and kind of fire department, etc. The whole is a book of 350 
pages, which compactly presents a great deal of information. 


—Hall & Henshaw of New York, United States managers for the National 
General of London, have received notice that the company had strengthened its 
financial position by issuing $500,000 in debentures, all of which have been taken. 
The loss suffered by the company as the result of the disaster to the “Titanic” 
was $75,000, instead of $100,000, which was first reported. Particular pains are 
taken in making it clear that the National General has no intention of discon- 
tinuing business. The loss of the ‘‘Titanic” has been paid, and it has no admitted 
outstanding claims. 
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J. F. Kight Arrested at Philadelphia. 


J. F. Kight, of the Kight Audit and Abstract Company of Indianapolis, 
has been arrested at Philadelphia on a charge of violating the insurance 
Statutes of that State. He is alleged to have approached members of 
heavily insured business firms in Philadelphia with a proposition 
whereby he attempted to show them a system of securing their insur- 
ance at a lower rate then they are at present paying. Kight originally 
began operations in the Middle West several years ago, and it is said 
that his modus operandi was to induce policyholders in mutual com- 
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panies to surrender their contracts, replacing them with others written 
on the non-participating plan. Kight took his remuneration as a cer- 
tain percentage of the nominal saving in premiums. A new law recently 
passed in Pennsylvania characterizes such operations as “twisting” and 
provides a penalty of $500 fine or six month’s imprisonment for vio- 
lation. He was held in $500 bail. 





Another New Clause Added to Policies of Equitable Life of 
New York. 


Under date of October 30 agents of the Equitable Life of New York 
were advised that the following clause will be added as a rider to its 
present contracts, as well as, upon request, to those issued since Jan- 
uary 1, 1910: 

Under Options 2 and 3 of the ‘‘Modes of Settlement at Maturity of 
Policy,” the amounts payable are based upon an assumed rate of in- 
terest of three per cent; if a higher average annual rate shall be 
earned by the society the amount of the instalments under Option 2 and 
of the first twenty instalments under Option 3 may be increased by an 
interest dividend as determined and apportioned by the actuary of the 
society. 

The above clause has been approved by the Insurance Departments of 
some thirty-two States where it becomes immediately effective, and will 
also be issued in other States as fast as official permission is received. 

In the case of policies issued prior to 1910, the same clause, worded 
slightly different, will be added, provided the instalment settlement. is 
computed on a three per cent basis. 





Deny Sale of Control of Manhattan Life of New York. 


Morris W. Torrey, president of the Manhattan Life of New York, and 
C. T. Brown, of the firm of H. L. Doherty & Co., have denied the rumor 
to the effect that a syndicate headed by H. L. Doherty had secured 
options on a majority of the outstanding stock of the company. Mr. 
Prown, in a statement, said that a quantity of the stock, giving control 
of the company, was offered to the firm some time ago, and some nego- 
tiations were on, but the matter never reached an acceptable basis for 
purchase, and that H. L. Doherty had never made an examination of the 
property or inquired into the assets of the company. It has been repeat- 
edly stated that the stock control of this company was about to pass 
to other hands, although it has been said with equal emphasis that 
absolute control could not be secured. 





New Insurance Commissioner for New Jersey. 


Henry Jones Ford has resigned as Commissioner of the New Jersey 
Banking and Insurance Department to accept a professorship at Prince- 
ton University. He has been succeeded by George M. La Monte of Bound 
Brook. Mr. La Monte is president of the La Monte Paper Mills Com- 
pany of Nutley, and is an extensive propertyowner throughout Warren 
county. 





—The Continental Life of Wilmington, Del., in celebration of its fifth anni- 
versary, during October received applications at the rate of more than $10,000,000 
per annum. 


—The month of October was the best in paid-for business in the history of 
the Standard Life of Pittsburg. The company wrote between $400,000 and 
$500,000 of insurance on a paid-for basis. 


—The Puritan Life of Providence, R. I., has been licensed in Connecticut, 
following a thorough examination of the condition of the company. The territory 
now being opened up from the home office is a step in the expansion of the com- 
pany in keeping with the conservatism of the Puritan since organization, relative 
to a gradual development, and the company is now operating exclusively in 
Rhode Island and Connecticut. 





THE WEST 





Appeal to Missouri Department to Prevent Merger. 


The Missouri Insurance Department has been appealed to by the 
original policyholders of the Great Western Life of Kansas City to pre- 
vent the merger of that company with the International Life of St. 
Louis. When the Great Western Life was organized it was provided that 
the policyholders of the first $15,000,000 of insurance should receive a 
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special income provision in their contract, and for this income $1 from 
each $1000 in policies written by the company until January 1, 1918, was 
to be set aside to be prorated among the policyholders, of whom there 
are now about 3000. It is charged that the merger will deprive them 
of this benefit. According to the claim made, the owners of nearly 
seventy-five per cent of the stock sold their holding for about $500 a 
share, while the remainder of the stockholders were offered $200 a share, 
and that the high price received for the stock was due to the fact that 
the consolidation would abrogate the special income, thus making the 
shares more valuable. 

The hearing for the merger has been set by the Department for No- 
vember 11. 





TRIBUTE TO PRESIDENT CLARK OF THE UNION 
CENTRAL LIFE. 
Cincinnati Business Men Honor Jesse R. Clark. 

A pleasing custom of the Business Mens Club of Cincinnati, Ohio, is 
to honor each year one man of the city whose work has redounded to the 
greatest good for the community. This year this distinguished honor 
fell to Jesse R. Clark, president of the Union Central Life of Cincinnati, 
which is Ohio's greatest financial institution. Mr. Clark had to listen 
to words of commendation and praise for two hours concerning the 
great benefit he has bestowed on the city and by the erection of the new 
home office building for the company, which will be the highest busi- 
ness structure outside of New York city. 

Among the speakers were W. E. Hutton, president of the club, who 
acted as toastmaster, Vice-Mayor Simeon Johnson, B. H. Kroger, Dean 
W. P. Rogers, W. T. Johnston, ‘‘Jack’’ Shuff and Walter A. Draper. 
President Clark was the last speaker and gave an interesting sketch 
of the Union Central and his own connection with the company. He told 
how, after graduating from a near-by college, he came to the company 
with a feeling that he was equipped to become president at once, and 
how his heart sank when he was given a job ‘“‘writing wrappers.” ‘But 
it was this,’’ he said, ‘‘that was the best thing, after all, for it gave me 
that patience that is necessary to handle big work. It taught me that 
I had to do the things that I didn’t like to get the results that are the 
goal.”’ 

The menus were most artistic souvenirs, presenting a cover design 
Romanesque in style, showing a classic female figure placing a laurel 
branch on an oval frame supported by two cupids in which appeared a 
splendid likeness of Jesse R. Clark. The binding was engraved in steel 
and stamped in gold. The inside pages contained the menu, toasts and 
an excellent photogravure of the Union Central Life building. 

A few days prior to the banquet Mr. Clark officiated at the laying of 
the cornerstone of the new home office building and spoke on the prog- 


ress of greater Cincinnati. Walter A. Draper, president of the Chamber | 


of Commerce, told the story of how he and Mr. Clark had got together 
and» made possible the erection of a fitting home for both the company 
and the Chamber of Commerce. 





NORTHWESTERN NATIONAL LIFE ELECTS NEW 
PRESIDENT. 


John T. Baxter Succeeds Leonard K. Thompson. 


At a meeting of the directors of the Northwestern National Life of 
Minneapolis, held last week, the resignation of Leonard K. Thompson 
as president was accepted. John T. Baxter, formerly vice-president and 
counsel, was elected to succeed him. 

Mr. Thompson has been president of the company since its reorgani- 
zation seven years ago, and the directors saw fit last week to express 
their commendation concerning the manner in which he had handled 
the company’s affairs. During the years of his presidency Mr. Thompson 
has steadily increased the business of the company, the new paid-for 
issues having increased from $1,270,020 in 1906 to over $6,000,000 in 1911, 
while in the first nine months of the current year the new issues show 
a thirty per cent gain over the corresponding period of last year. The 
company now has in force more than twenty millions of business, which 
has been written under the management of Mr. Thompson. Its net 
earnings have steadily increased, while the surplus on policyholders’ 
account has risen from $62,698 at the end of 1905 to $335,271 at the close 
of 1911. Mr. Thompson has been in poor health for some time and now 
intends to take a good rest, after which he will probably get back into 
the business again, as he believes there are in it all sorts of oppor- 
tunities for doing things worth while. 

E. W. Decker has been elected a director of the company, having for- 
merly occupied a similar position. Other members of the board are J. A. 
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Latta, Francis A. Chamberlain, C. T. Jaffray, A. A. Crane, T. B. Janney, 
B. F. Nelson and E. L. Carpenter. An examination of the company has 
just been completed by the Minnesota Insurance Department which 
shows that the Northwestern National Life is in the best financial con- 
dition in its history, 





—The Cleveland Life of Cleveland has been licensed in Michigan. The com- 
pany is now operating in Ohio, West Virginia, Kentucky and Michigan. 


—tLa Fayette Life of La Fayette, Ind., reports issued business for October of 
$206,000, which is $78,000 more than for the same month of 1911. In the year 
ending November 1 the company shows a gain of $1,292,000 in insurance in force, 
and now has on its books $9,210,000. 


—Changes have been made in the officers of the American Life and Accident 
of Portland, Ore., as follows: A. McGill has been elected president, succeeding 
L. R. Webster. Nathan Whealdon succeeds R, P. Graham as vice-president, and 
James McNair becomes second vice-president. 

—It has been announced that an appeal will be taken shortly on the action of 
Judge Blake in the Municipal Court of Chicago in dismissing the cases brought by 
A, C, Wegner as informer under the anti-rebate laws of Illinois. The dismissals 
were ordered on the ground that they should have been brought by the State’s 
Attorney. 


—An examination of the Central Life of Des Moines by the Iowa Insurance 
Department shows the company to be in a substantial condition and the books 
kept on an accurate system. As of June 30 the examination showed that insur- 
ance in force amounted to $23,209,668, and securities on deposit with the State 
Auditor were $1,877,183. 

—The Twin City Life of Minneapolis will shortly file papers for a license, 
and expects to begin business shortly after the first of the year. . Victor G. 
Asser, formerly with the German-American Life of Denver, has been elected 
assistant secretary, and is planning the details for the company’s operations. It 
will enter the Dakotas first. 

—Commissioner H. L. Ekern of the Wisconsin Insurance Department was 
besieged with applications for insurance on the date that the State system went 
into effect. About 300 applications were taken, and the Department will con- 
tinue to take them, but the policies will not be issued before December 1, when 
from 500 to 1000 wil be issued at once. The majority of the applications were 
for $1000. 


—The stock for the Progressive Life of America of Chicago has been placed 
on sale under the supervision of John Ratcliffe Brown, the president and or- 
ganizer, The capital is $200,000, and the charter permits the issuance of accident 
and health, as well as life, insurance, but for the present only the latter will be 
written, Mr. Brown was for four years with the Metropolitan Life of New 
York, and later with the Wisconsin National Life of Oshkosh in Wisconsin. 

—L. A. Simons of Kansas City has been announced the winner of the 1912 
president’s trophy of the American Central Life of Indianapolis. The trophy was 
offered to the member of the $100,000 Club who produced the largest amount of 


paid-for business during the period beginning with the Monday after the close 


of the annual meeting of the club and ending with the last of the month next 
following. It becomes the permanent property of the agent winning the same 
two years in succession. 

—The stockholders of the American Life of Chicago have voted an increase of 
$400,000 in the capital, bringing the total to $500,000, and the shareholders have 
been given a limited time in which to increase their holdings. The action of the 
stockholders in strengthening the finances is in keeping with a plan recently 
started to strengthen both the management and directorate. John A. McKellar, 
formerly with the Des Moines Life of Des Moines, has been made vice-president 
and general manager, and R. M, Wilbur, at one time with the Federal Life of 
Chicago, has been elected secretary and treasurer. The company writes both 
industrial and ordinary life. 





THE SOUTH. 





Southwestern Life Agents Meet at Dallas. 


The Southwestern Life of Dallas, Texas, held its ninth annual meeting 
in the new fifteen-story office building at the home office city with about 
seventy agents present. It developed during the meeting that the past 
year was the most successful in the history of the company, and that it 
had $19,425,000 of insurance in force. Secretary and Actuary L. M. Cathles 
reported that on the first day of the meeting $184,000 in new business 
had been written, making a total for October of $700,000. The agents 
were welcomed by President Thos. W. Vardell, and addresses were made 
by Vice-President T. L. Bradford, Medical Director Whitfield Harral, 
General Attorney Edward Gray, as well as a number of talks being 
made by the agency force. An elaborate banquet was served at the 
Adolphus Hotel, at which President Vardell served as toastmaster. The 
Southwestern Life Club, composed of agents with the best records, met 
on the last day of the convention and elected officers as follows: George 
S. Williams of Amarillo, president; James A. Walker of Dallas, first 
vice-president, and Joe B. Lancaster, second vice-president. The agents 
were the guests of the company at the State fair. 
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MAGNIFICENT HOME OFFICE BUILDING OF THE LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY OF VIRGINIA. 


A Fitting Home for a Strong Company. 

A large amount of praise has recently been bestowed upon the Life 
Insurance Company of Virginia in connection with the magnificent home 
office building it now occupies in the city of Richmond. As may readily 
be seen from the picture appearing elsewhere in this issue of THE 
SPECTATOR, the building is of striking appearance and marks a dis- 
tinct addition to the architectural features of the city. Its location is 
an ideal one, fronting on the attractive park which surrounds the State 
Capitol, while across the side street is the dignified-looking City Hall, 
and as the block in which the building is erected is conceded to be the 
logical business centre of Richmond, the value of the property will con- 
stantly increase. 

The designers of the building were Clinton & Russell, recognized 
as among the leading architects of the world; and the manner in 
which they have combined grace and beauty of design with utility is 
worthy of much commendation. The structure is five stories in height, 
which may subsequently be added to if deemed necessary, constructed 
of stone over a steel frame, is thoroughly fireproof and equipped with 
every modern device for the comfort of its occupants and for the facile 
transaction of business. It is occupied exclusively by the Life Insurance 
Company of Virginia, whose rapid growth in recent years has resulted 
in the acquisition of a large office force, which can now work amid 
almost ideal surroundings. Residents of Richmond have dubbed this 
new home office the “prettiest building in Richmond,” and authorities 
assert with conviction that it is the handsomest office building south 
of Washington, D. C., and even in the Capital of the nation it is only 
rivaled by some of the government buildings. In any event, it may 
safely be stated that it is the largest and finest building in the South, 
if not throughout the country, owned and occupied exclusively by a life 
insurance company. 

The Life Insurance Company of Virginia proudly claims, and with 
justice, that it is the oldest, largest and strongest Southern company 
of its class. From small beginnings in 1871 it has developed until now 
it shows a premium income of over three million dollars per annum, 
with more than eighty millions of insurance in force, representing nearly 
six hundred thousand policies. It operates in some eight States, each 
of which is closely cultivated by an efficient agency force, and it has 
established a splendid reputation for fair treatment of policyholders and 
claimants. The official staff is made up of experienced insurance men 
who lose no opportunity of furthering the company’s interests. The 
officers are: President, John G. Walker; vice-presidents, T. Wm. Pem- 
berton and W. L. T. Rogerson; secretary, E. D. Harris; treasurer, Regi- 
nald Gilham; actuary, John Sidney Davenport, Jr.; auditor, A. S. Hurt; 
medical director, H. Cabell Tabb; assistant medical director, Geo. C. 
Hall. 





Richmond Association of Life Underwriters Entertains 
National President Sills. 

On the evening of November 1 there was a notable outpouring of life 
insurance business and professional men of Richmond, Va., in honor 
of Neil D. Sills, who has recently been elected president of the National 
Association of Life Underwriters. A banquet was tendered him at the 
Jefferson Hotel, with W. B. Allen, president of the Richmond Life Un- 
derwriters Association, as toastmaster. Among the speakers were 
Mayor George Ainslie, on behalf of the city of Richmond, W. P. Dodson, 
from the Norfolk Association, W. B. Freeman for the local association, 
S. B. Love and Mr. Sills himself. The latter expressed his appreciation 
of the tribute tendered him and quoted some figures showing the tre- 
mendous size of the business. The Richmond Association is in the field 
for the annual meeting of the national body in 1914, and intends to wage 
a vigorous fight for it. 





Receiver Asked for Cosmopolitan Life of Atlanta. 


An application for a receiver for the Cosmopolitan Life of Atlanta 
has been filed by Dan. G. Sudderth of that city and Dr. A. Griffin of 
Valdosta, who petition on behalf of themselves and other stockholders 
and creditors. It is claimed that the promoters and officers were given 
stock for the use of their names, and a contract had been entered into 
with Joel F. Armistead by which he was to receive an enormous com- 
mission, which with fees would amount to a sum aggregating $750,000 
for the promotion of a $1,000,000 company, When the two years given 
them to organize had about expired in January, 1912, petition states 
that they had disposed of only about half of their stock and that Armi- 
Stead, who was the chief promoter, sold blocks of $10,000 worth of stock 
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to men on small salaries, taking their unsecured notes, and that he took 
the remaining 4665% shares of stock himself, giving his promissory 
notes for $933,100 and that Armistead was a man who had no property 
to secure his notes, which were unindorsed. The suit is being vigorously 
contested. 





Bars Fraternals from Georgia. 
Announcement has been made that fifteen fraternal organizations 
have been barred from operating in the State of Georgia for having 
failed to comply with the law. They are as follows: 


Order of the Golden Seal, New York; Concord Life Association, At- 
lanta; Retail Merchants Association of Georgia, Atlanta; Southern 
Farmers Assurance Company, Atlanta; Linwood Afro-Labor Insurance 
Company, Linwood, Ga.; Mutual Life Fraternal Association, Athens, 
Ga.; Mutual Burden Bearer, Americus, Ga.; Royal Benefit, Georgia; 
United Homes of America, Athens, Ga.; Southern Woodmen, Birming- 
ham, Ala.; Modern Workmen of the World, Alexandria, Va.; Knights of 
Industry, Washington, D. C.; International Liberty Union, Kentucky; 
Columbian Fraternal Association, Washington, D. C. 





Will Not Lose South Carolina License. 

Commissioner McMaster of the South Carolina Insurance Department 
has dismissed the ruling against Mutual Life of New York to show 
cause why the company should not have its license revoked in that 
State. The company was cited on a rule because it had transferred the 
suit of T. P. Sims from the State to Federal courts, which is contrary 
to sections 1784, 1785 and 1786 of the South Carolina code of 1902, and the 
rule against the Mutual Life was immediately issued. It was proven 
to the satisfaction of Commissioner McMaster, through Attorney T. M. 
Mordecai of the company, that there had been no intention to violate 
the laws, and that the removal to the Federal courts had been in 
pursuance of a custom followed for a number of years, as it was believed 
the statutes were unconstitutional. 





—The Mississippi Insurance Department has made affidavit against five men 
for soliciting insurance in an unauthorized company. They were convicted and 
fined $250 each. 

Commissioner Henry of the Mississippi Insurance Department, in reply to 
an inquiry, has ruled that income certificates, under no circumstances, could be 
sold in that State. 

—J. E. Barry has resigned as secretary and treasurer of the Gibraltar Life of 
Paris, Tex., and has been succeeded by B. P. Bailey, general manager of the 
company, who will serve in the position vacated by Mr. Barry until the annual 
election next March. 

—Chapman & Keeling of Richmond open a new agency for the Maryland Life 
of Baltimore on November 15. They will operate in Virginia and other Southern 
States. They will also take over all renewals and business in effect in this ter- 
ritory at the present time. 

—S. C. Randolfo has been appointed Western manager for the Cherokee 
Life of Rome, Ga., and will have charge of Texas. He was for eight years State 
manager of the Missouri State Life of St. Louis. The Cherokee Life has been 
granted a license in Florida, and has appointed Hugh Larmon as State agent, 

—The November meeting of the Louisville Association of Life Underwriters, 
to be held November 11, will be given over to the celebration of the winning of 
the trophy offered for the greatest gains in membership, which was awarded at 
the recent Memphis convention, The association will at once make plans for 
making an equally good record in 1913. 

—On Monday, November 5, T. Wm. Pemberton, vice-president of the Life In- 
surance Company of Virginia, passed away at his home in Richmond. Mr. 
Pemberton had been connected with the company for many years, serving in 
various official positions with credit to himself and to the honor of the com- 
pany. He was seventy-six years of age. 

—A committee of stockholders has been appointed by the Mississippi Valley 
Life of Little Rock to consider a proposition to merge with the International 
Life of St. Louis. The company has a capital of $250,000 and insurance in 
force amounting to $2,500,000. The following compose, the committee: M. C. 
Weaver, Batesville; Gustav Jones, Newport; A. L. Aydelotte, Biscoe; R. R. 
James, Cotton Plant; R. C. Rose, Osceola, and J¥ P. Eagle, Little Rock. 

—At the end of the third quarter of 1912 the Southern Life and Trust of 
Greenville, N. C., closed its books with $5,650,000 of business on the paid-for 
basis. Up to this year the company has reported on the written basis, but will, 
beginning with the 1912 statement, report on the paid-for basis. A good, steady 
business is reported and a gain of $350,000 to $400,000 net for the last quarter 
is anticipated. It is the aim to close the year with $6,000,000 in force on the 
paid-for basis. z 

—The officers of the Citizens National Life of Louisvile have issued a circular 
letter to the stockholders of the company replying to and denying the report put 
into circulation in a letter by W. H. Gregory, its former president and the 
present president of the Central Life of Louisville, relative to the deposits of 
the company and “the reason they are not receiving dividends.” The letter is 
signed by J. Whit Porter, R. L. Moore, J. W. Law, L. W. Key, George Bohon, 
Helm Bruce and Charles D, Pearce. 
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MISCELLANEOUS LIFE NEWS 





Medico-Actuarial Mortality Investigation—Vol. I. 


The first volume of the results of the recent investigation into mortal- 
ity experience conducted by the Association of Life Insurance Medical 
Directors and the Actuarial Society of America in collaboration has 
just been published. The contents of this work, which is undoubtedly 
destined to prove monumental in character, are a result of the labors 
of the joint committee appointed by the respective societies mentioned 
to work out a co-operative investigation in October, 1909. The plan 
and scope generally followed were: : 

That only companies represented in both these societies should be 
invited to participate; that the investigation should exclude classes of 
risks of purely academic interest, devoting itself to those only in which 
the experience was likely to prove of practical insurance value; that 
a method of procedure should be adopted which might, in future, be 
used by each company in any investigations of its own that it might 
elect to make, and that all necessity of future reference to the applica- 
tions and medical reports in any subsequent investigation should be 
eliminated; that the investigation should be confined to policies issued 
in the United States and Canada, and only extend so far back as to 
include cases accepted under modern conditions of medical selection 
and general environment, 

In response to a call issued to all the companies represented for sug- 
gestions as to lists of classes and subjects which they might deem 
advisable to have considered, six hundred occupations and two hun- 
dred and fifty medical impairments were received. These suggestions 
were very carefully considered, and were grouped into three classes, 
according to the number of companies asking for consideration. As a 
result of this consideration by the committee, two sets of classes were 
constructed for the use of the investigation, the ‘‘required” classes 
including sixty-eight groups of occupations involving hazard, seventy- 
six groups of medical impairments, four groups of women, two groups 
of negro races, four groups of joint life policies and data for determin- 
ing average heights and weights; for determining the suitability for the 
present investigation of the standard mortality table used in the spe- 
cialized investigation some years ago, and for the investigation of the 
influence of build on longevity. The ‘‘optional’” class included one hun- 
dred groups of occupations involving hazard, twenty-three groups of 
medical impairment and fifteen groups involving habitat. 

Forty-three companies assisted in the investigation, which was 
handled by a central bureau located in New York city. These com- 
panies furnished the necessary records for 221,819 policies issued on the 
lives of men, thus providing a very large and broad experience. The 
number of policies and other data were taken in all cases on standard 
lives issued during January of the odd years, and July of the even. 
years from 1885 to 1900, inclusive. The recorded height was taken to 
the nearest inch. In even years of issue half inches were disregarded, 
and in odd years of issue were taken as one inch. In this way, averages 
which do not differentiate by season and section of country were 
secured. The work as it has appeared thus far contains a very com- 
plete explanation of how the data were arranged, accumulated and 
tabulated, with brief summaries of earlier investigations along some- 
what similar lines where such have occurred. The manner of method, 
graduation, etc., is fully treated and comparisons with other tables are 
given. The present volume from the statistical side contains statistics 
of height and weight of insured persons as follows: 

Table I.—Build—Men. (Giving the age, number, aggregate weight and 
average weight for each year of age from 10 to 83, and each inch of 
height from 4 feet 5 inches to 6 feet 7 inches); Table I1I].—Build—men. 
(This table is similar to Table I., but is arranged in quinquennial age 
groups); Table III. gives the graded average weight by quinquennial age 
groups. Table IV.—(Graded average weight, age 15 to 55 and over.) 
Table V.—Build—menti—is a summary of aggregate weights by five-pound 
weight groups and five-year age groups. Tables VI., VII., VIII., IX. 
and X. present an investigation of the build of women along the same 
lines as the experience given for the build of men in Tables I., II., IIL, 
IV. and V. Table XI., expected deaths calculated by specialized select 
table. Table XII., test of graduation of M. A. Table. Table XIII., test 
of graduation of M. A. Table (by policy years, first to sixth and subse- 
quent). 

The last three tables are prefaced by an interesting discussion on 
mortality rates for obtaining a standard of expected deaths, inter- 
spersed with a wealth of valuable comparative statistical data. It also 
contains a table calculated by the graded rates of mortality showing 
a material improvement in mortality by eight-year groups from 1885 to 
1908. This is constructed both by policy years and ages at issue, but it 
should not be used in calculating rates, etc., because it is based on ex- 
perience on policies, not on amounts in force. 
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Volume I. of the Medico-Actuarial Mortality Investigation contains 
over 130 pages, and, besides the data outlined above, there is an appen- 
dix devoted to the complete resume of all data called for by the in- 
vestigation, as well as full information as to methods used in preparing 
and compiling. The book is handsomely bound in half morocco, and 
from its subject matter represents a storehouse of information inval- 
uable to actuaries and other investigators of mortality or social sta- 
tistics. Copies may be obtained at $2.50 each by addressing The Spec- 
tator Company, 135 William street, New York. 





Insurance Education. 

Several years ago the Association of Life Insurance Presidents took 
up the question of insurance as taught in the various colleges and 
universities of the United States. As a result of this investigation it 
was discovered that comparatively few schools were devoting even 
slight attention to this subject, while probably less than twenty of- 
fered complete technical courses bearing upon it. Since that time, 
however, owing to the insistent demand of insurance companies for 
college-bred men, both in the office and field, more and more institu- 
tions have established courses in insurance. THE SPECTATOR has re- 
cently canvassed the larger and more important colleges as to whether 
they offered general or technical courses in insurance. Many replies 
were received, and the following list gives in brief the schools in which 
insurance education is offered: 


Armour Institute of Technology, Chicago, Ill, Prof. F, W. Gunsaulus, president; 
Prof. Fitzhugh Taylor, head of department of fire protection engineering, 207 
East Ohio street, care of Underwriters Laboratories, Chicago. y 

Baylor University, Waco, Tex. Insurance treated generally in courses in eco- 
nomics. 

Boston University, Boston, Mass. 

Boston, Y. M. C. A., Boston, Mass. ? ; 

California, University of, Berkeley, Cal. Albert W. Whitney, assistant pro- 
fessor of mathematics and insurance methods. . 

Chicago, University of, Chicago, Ill. ; 

Colorado University, Boulder, Col., Dr, S. Epsteen, teacher of insurance. | 

Columbia University, New York. Prof. H. L. Moore, director of the statistical 
library. 

Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y. Assistant Prof. Bauer, Goldwin Smith Hall, 
Ithaca, N. Y., gives the course on insurance. ; Aah : 

Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. H. A regular course of instruction is given in 
connection with the Tuck School, 

Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa. Occasional lectures in law department and de- 
partment of economics. 

Drake University of Iowa, Des Moines, Ia. ‘ : 

Drexel Institute of Arts, Sciences and Industry, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Earlham College, Earlham, Ind. Prof. W. O. Mendenhall. et 

Georgia, University of, Athens, Ga. (No special course; general principles are 
covered. ) 

Grand Island College, Grand Island, Neb. Prof. H. J. Howe. 

Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. Herbert B, Dow, instructor. ' y 
Illinois, University of, Champaign, Ill. (Do not give a course, but described in 
relation to mathematics.) 

Indiana University, Bloomington, Ind. 

Iowa College, Grinnell, Ia. Prof. Garrett P. Wyckoff. 

Iowa State College, Ames, Ia. 

Iowa Wesleyan University, Mt, Pleasant, Ia. : 

Tohns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md. Prof. Charles E. Brooks. 

Kansas, University of, Lawrence, Kan. (Nine weeks’ course given in law school, 
Prof. H. W. Humble in charge.) , ; ey 
Leland Stanford Junior University, Stanford University, Cal. General polaris 
of insurance, their development and application to modern business; the forms, 
principles and technique of life insurance and fire insurance; recent tenden- 
cies, as government insurance, workmen’s compensation, etc. Donald Fred- 

erick Grass, instructor. 71 

Marquette University of Milwaukee, Milwaukee, Wis. Dean Webster conducts 
course on insurance, being assisted by practical experts. c 

Michigan, University of, Ann Arbor, Mich. Prof. Jas. Glover (insurance). 

Minnesota, University of, Minneapolis, Minn. Prof. Thos. W. Mitchell conducts 
course on insurance. ; 

Missouri, University of, Columbia, Mo. Prof. H. J. Davenport, in charge of 
lectures on insurance (department of economics). 

Nebraska, University of, Lincoln, Neb. Prof. G. A. Stephens has charge of 
insurance, : 

Newark Institute of Arts and Sciences, 70 Park street, Newark, N. J. : 

New York University (New York) School of Commerce, Accounts and Finance. 

_ E. R. Hardy, acting manager, 123 William street, in charge of the work. 

Northwestern University, Evanston, Ill. Donald F, Campbell, instructor. q 

Ohio Northern University, Ada, Ohio; College of Commerce. Charles B. Wright, 
dean. _ 

Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. W. F. Gephart, instructor. d 
Pennsylvania College, Gettysburg, Pa. A general course in the commerce an 
finance department will be offered next year under Prof. C. F. Sanders. 
State College of Washington, Pullman, Wash. Will probably offer a course 

S ig ity of I Iowa City, I 

State University of Iowa, Iowa City, Ia. : 

Stevens Institute of Technology, Castle Point, Hoboken, N. J. Lectures given 
under charge of Prof. B mcreionge of the department of engineering practice. 

Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, Pa. ; 

Syracuse, University of, Syracuse, N. Y. L. T. Haight, attorney-at-law, has 
charge of the course. a‘ Eee tif 

Temple University, Philadelphia, Pa. School of law, general prsis of _ 
accident and fire insurance, with special consideration of the statutes 0 
Pennsylvania relating thereto. Walter C. Douglas, Jr., professor. 

The George Washington University, Washington, D. a 

Trinity College, Hartford, Conn. 

Union College, Jackson, Tenn. | : 

University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. Ark. * Prof. Neil Carothers. ok C 
University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio; College of Commerce. Frederick ©. 
Hicks, dean. , 3 \ 

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, N.C. Courses in law school only. 

University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, N. D. Prof. James FE. Boyle. Pr 

University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, Ind. Insurance course of twelve wee 
in the law department. f 

University of Suaenptveaie. The Wharton School of Finance and Commerce, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Prof. S. S. Huebner, head of department of insurance. 
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University of Pittsburg, Pittsburg, Pa. 

University of Puget Sound, Tacoma, Wash.; College of Commerce. W. L. 
Prichard, director. History and development of insurance; problems of man- 
agement, 

University of Southern California, Los Angeles, Cal. Insurance touched on in 
several courses in economics. 

University of the South, Sewanee, Tenn. 

University of South Carolina, Columbia, S, C. Prof. George McCutcheon. 

University of South Dakota, Vermillion, S, D. 

University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah. Insurance taught in connection with 
economics. 

University of Vermont, Burlington, Vt. 

University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Va. Department of law, G. B. Eager, 
adjunct paar. 

University of Washington, Seattle, Wash. 

Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Ind. Home-office technique, company organi- 
zation and statutory requirements, commercial department. C. W. Benton, 
instructor. 

Williams College, Williamstown, Mass. (No course on insurance, but inci- 
dentally touched on in study of economics.) 

Wisconsin, University of, Madison, Wis. Prof. W. H. Price gives insurance 


work, { 
Yale University, New Haven, Conn. Insurance course is in charge of Prof. 
rving Fisher, of the department of economics. The insurance instruction 
is gree by Assistant Prof. Bishop. 
Y. M. C. A., 1421 Arch street, Philadelphia, Pa. (Courses by different lecturers.) 
Wm. O. Easton, M. A. (Columbia), director. 


Foreicn INstitTurTIons, 


Vereinigung fuer Staatswirtschaftliche Fortbilding, Berlin, Germany. 

Staedtische Handelshochschule, Coeln a/Rh., Germany, or City Commercial High 
School of Cologne. Prof. Dr, Paul Moldenhauer, professor of insurance. 
Handelshochschule (or Commercial High School), Berlin, Germany. Lectures by 

different professors. 

Koenigliche Technische Hochschule zu Aachen, Aachen, Germany. (Royal Tech- 
nical High School, Aachen.) (A special course in insurance was inaugurated 
in the Technical High School of Aachen, which is probably a branch of the 
Royal School. Heinrich Henne, engineer, is instructor.) 

Imperial University, Tokio, me 

Imperial Letnlte f Kyoto, Japan. 

Higher Commercial Schools, Tokio, —— 

Higher Commercial School, Kobe, Japan. Two lectures a week, one on life and 
fire insurance and the other on marine insurance. 

Insurance Seminary, Imperial University, Tokio, Japan. 

Berne University, Berne, Switzerland. 

Goettingen, ew ger A of (Goettingen), Germany. 

London School of Economics and Political Science, or University of London, 
London, England. C. S. Martaggart, secretary. (Insurance lectures 
suspended for the present.) 

Rathmines School of Commerce, Rathmines, Ireland. 

Toronto, University of, Toronto, Ont., Canada. Prof. M. A. Mackenzie, charge 
of insurance. 

Commercial High School, Munich, Germany. 

Commercial High School, Hanover, Germany. 





Annual Meeting Association of Life Insurance Presidents. 


“Betterment of Life Insurance Service” will be the underlying theme 
of the sixth annual meeting of the Association of Life Insurance Presi- 
dents, which is to be held at the Hotel Astor, New York, on Thursday 
and Friday, December 5 and 6. The theme will be discussed under three 
headings, ‘‘Problem of Conserving Policyholders’ Funds,’ ‘‘Prolonging 
Lives of Policyholders ’’ and ‘‘Fitting the Policy to the Policyholders.”’ 

As heretofore, men of large public affairs outside the business of life 
insurance will join with those in the business in discussing different 
aspects of the problems presented. United States Senator Luke Lea, of 
Tennessee, and Insurance Superintendent William T. Emmet of New 
York, are among those who have accepted invitations to deliver ad- 
dresses. Superintendent Emmet’s topic will be “Attitude of Present- 
day Supervision of Insurance.” 

President George I. Cochran, of the Pacific Mutual Life of Los Angeles, 
Cal., will be chairman of the meeting. 





—The Furniture Manufacturers Mutual of Grand Rapids, Mich., has been or- 
ganized to write business under the employers’ liability law. The officers are 
Charles B. Sligh, president; F. Stuart Foote, vice-president; John Hoult, treas- 
urer, and Francis D. Campbell, secretary and attorney. 


—Our attention has been called to the fact that on page 376 of our Life 
Insurance Year Book for 1912-1913, under the heading ‘‘New Business Gross,” 
the premiums as given for the Legal and General did not include single premiums. 
This item should, therefore, be £128,068, instead of as published, and in the 
immediately succeeding column the amount assured should be £2,260,969. 











Casualty, Surety and Miscellaneous 


Plans Completed for Reinsurance of Globe Surety 
in Equitable Surety. 


Final negotiations have been completed for the reinsurance of the 
Globe Surety of Kansas City in the Equitable Surety of St. Louis, and 
the latter company will take over the business organization as well as 
the agency plant. The Globe was organized in 1910 with a capital of 
$100,000 to take over the business of the Commerce Trust Company of 
Kansas City. James Van Buren, formerly connected with the National 





Surety of New York, and afterwards manager at Kansas City for the 
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Casualty, Surety, Etc. 


United States Fidelity and Guaranty of Baltimore, was active in the 
promotion of the company. He was elected vice-president and general 
manager. The Equitable Surety was incorporated in March, 1911, with a 
capital of $1,000,000, which has been paid in full with an additional sur- 
plus of $250,000. James E. Smith is president, J. L. Humphrey vice- 
president and general manager, and Walter H. West secretary. 





[SOUTHERN CASUALTY AND SURETY CONFERENCE. 
Third Annual Meeting in Dallas, Tex. 


Last week the Southern Casualty and Surety Conference met in 
annual convention at the Hotel Adolphus in Dallas, Tex. Vice-President 
Huffaker of Chattanooga, Tenn., took the chair, owing to the absence 
of President Johnson. The roll call showed representation present for 
fifteen companies at the opening session out of a total membership of 
twenty-one. 

The visitors were welcomed to Dallas by J. H. Cullom, and George A. 
Carden, general counsel of the Western Casualty and Guaranty re- 
sponded. He made some very brilliant and humorous remarks as to his 
first observations of the business of insurance. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were adopted as printed, and the convention then 
heard the president’s address, which was read by Secretary Goodman. 
A letter from President Johnson, expressing deep regret at his inability 
to attend, was also read. Chairman J. T. Armstrong of the executive 
committee then explained the situation with reference to the invitation 
to merge with the Detroit Conference. In the report of the committee, 
which immediately followed, a plan for rearrangement of committee 
representation was submitted and distribution of funds with special 
reference to assessments for maintaining the liability bureau were 
touched upon. A supplemental report suggesting changes in by-laws 
as affecting qualifications for membership and duties of committees was 
presented. 

The report of the secretary-treasurer showed a substantial balance 
on hand and recorded the applications for membership of the following 
companies: Southwestern Surety, Denison, Tex.; Maryland Casualty, 
Baltimore, Md.; North American Accident, Chicago; Commonwealth 
Bonding and Casualty, Forth Worth, Tex.; United States Life and 
Health, Atlanta, Ga. Immediately before the close of the morning ses- 
sion the secretary announced that the committees composing the South- 
ern Casualty and Surety Information Bureau would meet to act on an 
invitation to become a part of the conference. This meeting was held 
after adjournment of the session and voted to accept the invitation. 

In the afternoon the laws, membership, by-laws, casualty and indus- 
trial committees reported. F. J. Walker, president of the Kentucky 
Central Life and Accident of Louisville, Ky., then delivered a paper on 
“The Development of an Agency Force,’’ and was followed by C. A. 
Craig, president of the National Life and Accident of Nashville, Tenn. 
The latter discussed phases of over-insurance and its problems, making 
announcement that his company had decided to adopt prorata clauses 
from January 1, 1913, on. 

R. R. Koch, president of the American Assurance of Philadelphia and 
chairman of the executive committee of the Detroit conference, then 
presented the invitation of that organization for a merger. Mr. Koch 
presented the proposed amalgamation with consummate skill and made 
many friends by his remarks. Action on the question resulted, however, 
in the decision to let the Southern Casualty and Surety Conference con- 
tinue its identity. The general sentiment prevailed that many Southern 
companies doing accident and health business will join the Detroit Con- 
ference as individuals, while companies of the North and East doing a 
general business will become members of the Southern organization. 
The executive committee was instructed to take up the proposal of a 
simultaneous mid-winter meeting in Chattanooga next February, with 
the executive committee of the Detroit Conference. This action was 
communicated to Mr. Koch by letter. General discussions, papers by 
R. H. Towner of the Towner Rating Bureau and J. A. McKennon of the 
Western Casualty and Guaranty, and action on committee reports con- 
sumed the larger part of Tucsday’s sessions. 

The election of officers resulted as follows: President, H. D. Huffaker, 
president Inter-State Life and Accident; vice-president, Homer R. 
Mitchell, secretary and general manager Western Casualty and Guar- 
anty, Dallas, Tex.; secretary, J. S. Armstrong, secretary and general 
manager Texas Fidelity and Bonding, Waco, Tex. 

The conference was royally entertained at Dallas, the welcome being 
a matter of spirited rivalry between all the Texas companies. Among 
other entertainments participated in were a theater party, automobile 
rides, an informal luncheon and a dinner at the Dallas Country Club. 
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Casualty, Surety, Etc. 


Midland Casualty of Chicago. 


At a recent meeting of the directors of the Midland Casualty Com- 
pany of Chicago, all of the remaining stock was subscribed for, making 
it possible for this company to enter the new year with $200,000 paid in 
capital, together with substantial surplus. From present indications the 
company will close its second year on December 31 with over $200,000 
in paid premiums. It is now entered in twenty different States and is 
increasing its agency force. Recent valuable agency connections have 
been established in St. Louis, Chattanooga, Toledo, Philadelphia, Hous- 
ton, Tex., and Louisville. The company is making a strong and success- 
ful effort for railroad business and for certain classes of reinsurance. 
They are confining their efforts wholly to personal accident and health 
lines, but expect to add to these lines later. Walter E. Gillespie, presi- 
dent of the company, was in St. Louis for a couple of days last week. 
O. S. Edwards, vice-president, is now on a trip through the South 
and Southwest. D. L. Hollub, department manager, is now on a trip 
to California, relating to agency matters. The company is making an 
effort on its Western challenge accident and health policy, and is push- 
ing the sale of this policy through life insurance brokers. 





Want Old Suicide Bill Introduced in Missouri. 


A meeting of the International Association of Casualty and Surety 
Underwriters was held on Wednesday of last week at the New York 
office of the Travelers Insurance Company of Hartford, to take action 
on the suicide law in Missouri. Resolutions were adopted endorsing an 
endeavor to introduce in the legislature of that State a bill which was 
framed about two years ago providing that beneficiaries of policyholders 
who commit suicide are not entitled to collect indemnity for accident. 
The present law prevents companies from defending themselves in case 
of claim on the ground of suicide. A number of cases are on record 
which companies claim are traceable to the law. Among the members of 
the association at the conference were: Walter C. Faxon, vice-presi- 
dent A®tna Life of Hartford; William Bro Smith, general counsel Trav- 
elers of Hartford; H. R. ‘Woodward, vice-president Fidelity and Cas- 
ualty of New York; D. G. Luckett, secretary United States Casualty of 
New York; W. C. Potter, secretary, and Franklin J. Moore, manager 
casualty departments Preferred Accident of New York; W. F. Moore, 
president New Amsterdam Casualty of New York; Felix Pfitzner, acci- 
dent manager Frankfort General of Frankfort, Germany; C. 8S. Frizzell, 
executive superintendent Royal Indemnity of New York; J. S. Eaton, 
Standard Accident of Detroit, and 8. C. Hoagland, president New Jersey 
Fidelity and Plate Glass of Newark. 





The Employers Indemnity Company of Philadelphia. 


Good progress in the field of liability insurance is being made this year 
by the Employers Indemnity Company of Philadelphia. This organiza- 
tion is now some twenty years old and is possessed of ample financial 
strength, having at the present time a surplus to policyholders of some 
$225,000. Throughout its career it has maintained a good reputation for 
prompt settlements of losses, while its policies are liberal in form and 
issued at equitable rates of premium. 





Charles I. Brooks Takes Exception to Ruling 
Against ‘* Twisting.”’ 

Commissioner Johnson of the Pennsylvania Insurance Department has 
received a letter from Charles I. Brooks, vice-president and secretary 
of the Southwestern Surety of Denison, Tex., and formerly secretary of 
the Empire State Surety of New York, in which he takes exception to 
the recent Departmental ruling regarding switching of casualty agents 
from one company to another. He points out that the courts in several 
instances have ruled that the agent has a right to transfer the renewals 
of his business. He says in part: 


It seems to us that the question of so-called twisting has entirely gotten away 
from its original application. The question originally was as to the correctness of 
the practice which permitted an agent by reflecting upon a company other than the 
one represented, to get a life policyholder to drop his policy and take a new 
policy in the company which the agent represented. This necessarily resulted in 
the assured accepting paid-up insurance, cash surrender value, or something of 
that kind by which he penalized himself, and the entire transaction was really 
for the benefit of the agent, who urged him to do it in order that the agent could 
make a commission on a new policy. ee 

To a very slight extent the same question arises where one company has used 
an accumulation rider attached to an accident policy and another agent may try 
to get the assured to switch his insurance to the company which did not give 
accumulations. ‘This led to the new company’s finally assuming the accumulations 
of the old, but the transaction was usually on a different basis, namely, that the 
agent had himself decided to change companies, and his business being the result 
of his personal solicitations, the agent naturally felt that he had the right to 
place it where he chose. I am sure you will appreciate the difference in the two 
questions. 

But even such a phase of the question as the accumulation rider does not 
apply in the case of burglary, plate glass or liability insurance. Furthermore, 
and still more important, I think you will find that very generally court de- 





THE SPECTATOR 


222 











cisions have been to the effect that the agent, and not the company, controlled 
the business. 

It is proper to have regard for public policy by requiring that agents be 
licensed to represent companies, and it is proper, furthermore, that the Insur- 
ance Departments should make such investigations as to the character and stand- 
ing of an agent as will keep the business in the hands of respectable men. 
Further than that, however, | do not believe any supervising official has the right 
to go, even if the authority be specifically delegated by statute, because I be- 
lieve such a statute must be held unconstitutional as affecting the right to 
contract. 





Third Employers Liability Bill for lowa Legislature. 

DES MOINES, November 2.—A third employers’ liability bill is to be 
presented to the Iowa Legislature. The Iowa Manufacturers Association 
will draft it and it will be different from the bill as proposed by Iowa 
Employers Liability Commission or the minority report as presented by 
W. W. Baldwin, vice-president of the Burlington Railroad and one of 
the members of the commission. The bill is to be drawn up by a com- 
mittee of five manufacturers named at a meeting of members of the 
association held in Des Moines. Their bill is expected to embrace the 
good features of the other two and do away with the obnoxious features, 
one of which in particular is the compulsory carrying of insurance in a 
State mutual concern. 

The manufacturers insist that it is not right to force an employer to 
pay damages to a man who is injured through no fault of the employer. 
It is declared also that the spirit of the commission’s recommendations 
is wrong in that it savors of the paternalistic. The manufacturers sug- 
gest that it would be better if the employers and committee from the 
employes could get together and agree upon some of the mooted points. 





Important Rulings in Ohio. 

CLEVELAND, November 4.—Attorney-General T. S. Hogan has 
rendered an opinion to the State Liability Board of Awards to the 
effect that the present law does not provide for compensation for occu- 
pational diseases, but that an amendment adopted to the constitution 
recently opened the way for remedial legislation in that direction. An- 
other opinion is to the effect that after January 1 next the limit for 
which damages may be asked for accidental death while employed will 
be removed under another amendment to the constitution, and em- 
ployers may be sued for any amount where the accident occurred by 
reason of the willful act, negligence or default of such employer or his 
agents. Those who avail themselves of the privileges of the compensa- 
tion act can not be sued for damages in the event of the accidental 
death of an employee, unless such death occurs as a result of their 
willful acts, negligence or default. In that case: the representatives of 
such employee may effect a settlement with the board or bring suit for 
damages, as they see fit. 





—The General Accident of Perth, Scotland, has resigned from the General Re- 
insurance Bureau owing to the attitude of some of the other members relative 
to the situation in Chicago and the Central West. 

~The American Bankers Security of Indianapolis has completed its merger 
with the Bankers Casualty of Wisconsin. The two companies will operate under 
the former name, with the home offices at Indianapolis. 

—D. M. Cook, for many years agent for Berkshire County, Mass., with head- 
quarters at Pittsfield, for E. E. Clapp & Co.., managers for the Fidelity and 


_ Casualty of New York, has been appointed executive special agent for that agency. 


—The Travelers of Hartford announces the following appointments of special 
agents in its liability department: Albert F. Brown, Erie, Pa.; Kenneth H. Bair, 
Reading, Pa.; Floyd N. Dull; William F. Long, and Frank X. Yung, at the 
home office. 

—James Tracy Hill has resigned as manager of the accident department of the 
New York office of the United States Fidelity and Guaranty of Baltimore, and 
has been succeeded by E. H. Troutman, who has been with that department for 
more than a year. Previous to that Mr. Troutman was with E. E. Clapp & Co. of 
New York. 

—The New York office space of the United States Fidelity and Guaranty of 
Baltimore has been considerably enlarged at 95 Cedar street by the addition of 
the office opposite to that on the first floor. The company also has space on the 
second and third floors of the building, and Manager Oakley says the business 
can be carried on more conveniently now that the quarters are not so crowded. 


—Beverly W. Wrenn, chief attorney at New York for the A&tna Life of Hart- 
ford, has been appointed general counsel of the accident and liability departments 
of the company. He has been associated with the AZtna since 1903, having first 
been assistant claim attorney at Hartford, and in 1907 was transferred to New 
York. In addition to the new duties, he will continue in direct charge of the 
company’s New York branch claim department. 


—Nicholas W. Muller, who resigned recently as secretary of the Southwestern 
Casualty of San Antonio, Tex., to become connected with the Columbia Casualty 
of La Fayette, Ind., has been elected vice-president of that company. The 
Columbia Casualty, which is in process of organization, has a capital of $500,000, 
and is authorized to write accident, health, liability, burglary, plate glass, steam 
boiler, sprinkler leakage insurance and fidelity and surety bonds. 





Surety Note. 


—The A®tna Accident and Liability of Hartford has announced appointments 
as follows: James M. Redmond has been made superintendent of the fidelity and 
surety department of the Brooklyn office; Burton E, Emory, superintendent of 
the New York claim department, and M. A. Jameson, superintendent of the 
fidelity and surety department of the New Jersey branch office at Jersey City. 
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